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In April, the Senate Commerce Committee approved two measures aimed at increasing 
federal funding for maritime security efforts. The Maritime Transportation Security Act of 
2004 (S. 2279) would provide $2 billion over five years to increase security efforts at the 
nation’s ports, such as increased tracking of intermodal cargo, increased research on 
blast-resistant vessels, and infrastructure improvement. As introduced, the legislation 
included a user fee assessed on port users to finance increased security spending. 
However, an amendment by Sen. Trent Lott (R-MS) to strike the user fee provision was 
approved by the committee.  For more information, visit the committee’s website at 
http://commerce.senate.gov/ or visit THOMAS at http://thomas.loc.gov/ to obtain copies 
of the bills.
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